
TRANSITION: A NEW DAY IN 
OUR GOD GIVEN DESTINY

(Joshua	  5:9-‐12)



LORD, give me a WORD IN SEASON 
for this TRANSITION…”



“Look at the FOUR locations that’s important 
to the Israelites… before they enter the 

Promise Land, to understand the significance 
of today’s passage.” 



#1 EGYPT: A PLACE OF SHAME & SUFFERING

So they put slave masters 
over them to oppress them 
with forced labor,… worked 
them ruthlessly. They made 
their lives bitter with harsh 
labor in brick and mortar 
and with all kinds of work in 
the fields; in all their harsh 
labor the Egyptians worked 
them ruthlessly. (Exodus 
1:11-14)



#2 WILDERNESS: A PLACE OF PREPARATION

Yet the Lord says, “During 
the forty years that I led you 
through the wilderness, your 
clothes did not wear out, nor 
did the sandals on your feet. 
You ate no bread and drank 
no wine or other fermented 
drink. I did this so that you 
might know that I am the 
Lord your God.” (Exodus 
29:5-6)



#3 JORDAN: A PLACE OF SUBMISSION

Then they answered Joshua, 
“Whatever you have 
commanded us we will do, 
and wherever you send us 
we will go. Just as we fully 
obeyed Moses, so we will 
obey you. Only may the Lord 
your God be with you as he 
was with Moses.(Joshua 
1:16-17)



#4 GILGAL: A PLACE OF READINESS

Then the Lord said to 
Joshua, “Today I have rolled 
away the reproach of Egypt 
from you.” So the place has 
been called Gilgal to this 
day… The manna stopped 
the day after they ate this 
food from the land; there 
was no longer any manna 
for the Israelites, but that 
year they ate the produce of 
Canaan. (Joshua 5:9-12)



IN GILGAL – which means “rolled away”, is 
where the Israelites PREPARED themselves 

to receive the promises of God to their 
forefathers.



IN GILGAL – 4 significant things took place 
for the #1 time for the Israelites.



#1 TIME THE SECOND GENERATION 
ISRAELITES WERE CIRCUMCISED
So he raised up their sons in their place, and these were the 
ones Joshua circumcised. They were still uncircumcised 
because they had not been circumcised on the way. (v.7)



THE CIRCUMCISION – More than a 
physical circumcision, it was a circumcision 

of the heart. (Joshua 5:1-8) 



“We come before God today not with our 
ability & strength, but in our humility to 
confess our weakness & to consecrate 

ourselves.”



#1 TIME GOD ASSURES THEM OF THEIR 
READINESS TO HIS PROMISES
Then the Lord said to Joshua, “Today I have rolled away the 
reproach of Egypt from you.” So the place has been called 
Gilgal to this day. (v.9)



THE ROLLED AWAY – For God to “roll 
away” their tarnished identity was an 

affirmation that they are ready to receive 
God’s Promises.



“GOD in His grace will also remove our past, 
and renew us for the future.”



#1 TIME THEY CELEBRATED PASSOVER IN 
THE PROMISE LAND
On the evening of the fourteenth day of the month, while 
camped at Gilgal on the plains of Jericho, the Israelites 
celebrated the Passover. (v.10)



THE PASSOVER – is celebrated to remind 
the Israelites & its future generations that 

God brought Israel out of Egypt. 
(Exodus 12). 



THE PASSOVER – is a time we look back & 
look to God. We remember God’s 

deliverance in the past & we continue to look 
to Him for our future. 



“God has led us thus far for the last 40 
years… we can trust God and look to Him for 

our future!”



#1 TIME THEY ATE THE PRODUCE FROM THE 
PROMISE LAND 
The day after the Passover, that very day, they ate some of 
the produce of the land: unleavened bread and roasted 
grain. The manna stopped the day after they ate this food 
from the land; there was no longer any manna for the 
Israelites, but that year they ate the produce of Canaan. 
(v.11-12)



“It was an exciting moment for the Israelites, 
but with any transition – there will be 

challenges and opportunities.”



NEW CHALLENGES – “The manna stopped 
the day after they ate this food from the land; 

there was no longer any manna for the 
Israelites…” (v.12a) 

No manna, No pillar of cloud by day & fire by 
night…



NEW CHALLENGES – requires us to STEP-
OUT of our comfort zone & STEP-UP to “fill 

the gaps” & “build the walls” together as 
community.



NEW OPPORTUNITIES – “but that year 
they ate the produce of Canaan.” (v.12b) we 

could choose to do nothing, or we could 
choose do something as a community – to 

Glory God! 



NEW OPPORTUNITIES – Grow in our 
maturity through discipleship & Grow in our 

evangelism through outreaches, and Grow in 
our care and love for one another as a 

community. 



“Like the Israelites we too by the Grace of 
God can overcame the challenges & seized 

the opportunities… and marched on to 
receive God’s Promises.”



WE ARE IN “GILGAL”: ARE YOU 
READY FOR WHAT GOD WILL BE 

TAKING US THROUGH TO RECEIVE 
HIS PROMISES? 


